It was another busy year as the Wild River Reserve and Meadow become a feature in Marlborough’s landscape.
Our aim was to encourage people of all ages to enjoy and understand the river and meadow environment. Here
are some highlights.
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Event

Description

World Rivers Day Wildlife Walk

A public walk along the banks of the River Kennet and around the water meadow led by
award winning natural history author and journalist Peter Marren. Looking at the wonders
of Stonebridge that are often overlooked.

Family Bioblitz Day

Encouraging everyone to explore the river, meadow and pond with nets and pots and
bring back their finds to be identified in our Bioblitz tent. Attended by a County Recorder,
families could explore on their own or have an expert accompany them.

Bat Walk & Talk

Led by the Bat Conservation Trust’s James Shipman, a fun and informative evening using
bat detectors, watching bats hunt above the river and around the standing dead trees.
Culminating in seeing a bat in the hand.

Moth Nights

Held on a monthly basis to build on our existing records and provide the opportunity for
the public to attend and learn more about nocturnal wildlife and get up close with moths.

Tour & Explore Outreach
Sessions - inspiring hundreds of
local children

Tailored to age and objectives of the group, organisation or school we have pond and river
dipped, wild flower seed scattered, filled up bird feeders and discussed ecosystems, food
chains, and management of habitats to promote biodiversity.

Community Hedge Planting

Continuing our native hedge for wildlife the general public, ARK volunteers and local
beavers, cubs and scouts have now planted over 1,300 trees.

Photographic Competition and
Exhibition

The photographic competition had 45 entries which were all displayed in St Peter’s Church
for one week and attracted visitors and interest all week. The majority of entries were
images taken at Stonebridge.

Community Seed

Continuing our efforts to create a wildflower meadow, we have systematically been
seeding the larger of the two conservation grazing areas.

Scattering Afternoons
Bag It & Bin It Campaign

A joint initiative to positively promote clearing up after your dog. This campaign is
supported by Wiltshire Council, the Dogs Trust, The Guild of Dog Trainers, Riverside Vets,
Trained For Life and North Wessex Downs AONB.
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